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VIEWPOINT

The climate of change:

Powering the future

his month in Rural

Montana we’ll take

a look at the state’s
fire season, pay tribute to
October being co-op
month and have the first
of a series of articles
written by electric coop-
erative trustees that give
their outlook on some of
the issues we face. As
usual, we hope you enjoy
this month’s issue of
Rural Montana.

As we mentioned,
October is co-op month
and we will be busy with
electric co-op issues. In
addition to many local
distribution cooperative
annual meetings, the
Montana Electric
Cooperatives’ Association
will be holding its annual
meeting in Great Falls.
This year’s theme is The
Climate of Change:
Powering the Future. We
felt it was only a fitting
theme for the opportunity
to talk about the implica-
tions of legislation aimed

at global warming, its
potential impact on elec-
tric cooperative con-
sumers and rates and
America’s economy in
general. We’ll also be
hearing perspectives on
Montana issues for 2008
and getting information
on what’s happening with
electric cooperatives in
other states.

We view these annual
meetings as a great
opportunity to receive
information on a variety
of issues and hear many
different points of view.
Digesting the information
and using it to develop
policy is an important
tool in representing the
consumers of electric
cooperatives. Our direc-
tors take their responsi-
bilities seriously, and the
information they get
helps them make deci-
sions on your behalf.

Obviously, coopera-
tives are different from
other business models

Dave Wheelihan

because the policy direc-
tion we take is driven
from the ground up.

We face a critical time
in the history of electric
cooperatives. The number
of issues at the state and
national level that can
impact our ability to
deliver low-cost electrici-
ty on a not-for-profit
basis is as great as we
have seen in many years.
Educating our directors,
managers, employees and
consumers on the impact
of these issues will be of
critical importance.

Next month we will
begin sifting through
these issues to give you
the information you need
to help your cooperative
make decisions that are in
your best interests. In
spite of the challenges,
we are confident that
electric cooperatives will
continue to thrive, grow
and do what’s best for the
members who own us.

Dave Wheelihan is CEO of the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association
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