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The Democratic and Republican
gubernatorial candidates didn’t
agree on much when they

addressed the Montana Electric
Cooperatives’ Association (MECA) 43rd

Annual Meeting in West Yellowstone
September 29 – October 1. However,
they both agreed that Montana’s
electric cooperatives play vital, positive
roles in the economies of Montana and
Montana communities.

MECA provides a variety of
services to the 26 electric cooperatives
serving Montana.

Democrat Brian Schweitzer said
the state’s electric cooperatives are in
the best position to guide the electric
industry in Montana in the future.
Republican Bob Brown said he has had
a long and positive relationship with
the co-ops. All three members of
Montana’s congressional delegation,
who addressed the meeting through
letters and video, also unanimously
praised the contributions of Montana’s
rural electric cooperatives.

The theme for the meeting was
“Leading the
way to a
Powerful
Future.”
MECA CEO
Dave
Wheelihan told
the over 300
co-op represen-
tatives from all
over the

country that the
key to reaching
that powerful
future is con-
tained in the
values and
principles the
cooperatives have
always used on
behalf of their members.

“Democratically elected board
members, local control, commitment to
community, cooperation among
cooperatives and of course, putting
members first are just a few of the
principles that have guided us for over
60 years,” Wheelihan said. “These
principles have helped us navigate
through a myriad of issues in a manner
beneficial to those we serve.”

Wheelihan said it is also important
to keep the members informed about
what the cooperatives are going to do
and inform the general public and
policy makers as well.

A panel of legislators discussed tax
issues that may face the 2005 Legisla-
ture. Another panel discussion,
featuring co-op representatives from
other states, revealed that Montana is
not the only state facing many electric
industry decisions.

Bob Evans Jr. of Geyser, vice
president of Fergus Electric Coopera-
tive, was reelected president of
MECA. Don Jones of Wise River, a
trustee of Vigilante Electric Coopera-
tive in Dillon, was reelected MECA

Montana electric cooperatives
and their communicators were
honored with awards at two

separate annual meetings recently. The
following are the communications
awards given during the Montana
Electric Cooperatives’ Association
(MECA) meeting followed by the
awards presented during the Northwest
Public Power Association (NWPPA)
meeting.

MECA – Best Overall Communi-
cations, Small Cooperatives Division,
first, Hill County Electric Cooperative;
second, Jack Miles, McCone Electric
Cooperative. Best Overall Communica-
tions, Large Cooperatives Division,
Roy Nollkamper, Glacier Electric;
second, Tim Engleson, Lincoln
Electric. Best Web Site, first, Tim
Engleson, Lincoln Electric; second,
Flathead Electric. Best Special Publica-
tion, first, Kevann Elletson, Hill
County Electric; second, Roy
Nollkamper, Glacier Electric; honor-

vice president and Gary Sethre of Wolf
Point, vice president of Northern
Electric Cooperative in Opheim, was
reelected secretary/treasurer.

Elected to represent MECA’s four
districts on MECA’s Executive Com-
mittee are: Karl Ratzburg, Marias River
Electric, Shelby; Gerald Keller, Big
Flat Electric, Malta; Ray Cebulski,
Missoula Electric, Missoula; and Jim
Mullin, Tongue River Electric,
Ashland.

MECA also honored Montana
cooperative representatives who have
made outstanding contributions to the
electric cooperative movement. The
Cooperative Spirit Award was pre-
sented to Roger Pitman, operations
superintendent for Lincoln Electric
Cooperative in Eureka for dedication to
the co-op and his community. The Hog-
tied Award, for outstanding work
helping MECA in its efforts at the
legislature, went to MECA Assistant
Manager Gary Wiens. The Hard Ridin’
Award for exceptional effort for MECA
and other electric co-op organizations
was presented to Doug Hardy, manager
of Park Electric Cooperative in
Lewistown. Awards were also pre-
sented for accomplishment in the fields
of safety, communications and years of
service.

In conjunction with the meeting, a
special educational “Today’s Members”
program gave 34 co-op members
insights into how cooperatives operate
and the issues they face.

able mention, Kelly Knaff, Lower
Yellowstone REA. Best News Story,
first, Roy Nollkamper, Glacier Electric;
second, Jeri Dobrowski, Goldenwest
Electric; honorable mention, Tim
Engleson, Lincoln Electric. Best feature
Story, first, Jeri Dobrowski,
Goldenwest Electric; second, Jack
Miles, McCone Electric; honorable
mention, Roy Nollkamper, Glacier
Electric. Best Stand Alone Newsletter,
first, Big Flat Electric; second, Fall
River Rural Electric. Best Newsletter
Inside Rural Montana Magazine, first,
Glacier Electric; second, Lincoln
Electric; honorable mention Fergus
Electric. Best Print Advertisement,
first, Flathead Electric; second, Tim
Engleson, Lincoln Electric. Best
Photograph, Paulette Preeshl, Hill
County Electric; second, Roy
Nollkamper Glacier Electric; honorable
mention, Jeri Dobrowski, Goldenwest
Electric. Best Annual Report, first,
Vangie McConnell, Fergus Electric;

second Tim Engleson, Lincoln Electric;
honorable mention, Kevann Elletson,
Hill County Electric; Wild Card (falls
outside all other categories), first Roy
Nollkamper, Glacier Electric; second,
Yellowstone Valley Electric; honorable
mention, Tim Engleson, Lincoln
Electric.

NWPPA (Montana recipients only)
– Newsletter, first, Hill County
Electric; second (tie) Fergus Electric
and Glacier Electric. News Releases,
first and second, Lincoln Electric.
Special Pamphlets – second, Fergus
Electric; third, Glacier Electric. Radio
advertisements, first and second,
Mission Valley Power. TV spots,
second and third, Mission Valley
Power. Print Advertisements, First,
Lincoln Electric. Web Site, third, Sun
River Electric. Wild Card, first, Hill
County Electric; third, Lincoln Electric,
third Mission Valley Power. Photogra-
phy, first and second, Glacier Electric;
third, Hill County Electric.

Co-op communicators win awards

Montana electric co-ops set course for future

Brian Schweitzer

Bob Brown


