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Samuel Urlacher, a senior at
Skyview High School in Bill-
ings, and Sarah Zerbe, a fresh-

man at Corcordia College in Moorhead
Minnesota, will be furthering their
education this fall with the assistance of
$500 scholarships from the Montana
Electric Cooperatives’ Association
(MECA).

Zerbe, who was the 2004 valedic-
torian at Lustre Christian High School
in Lustre, said. “Life and learning is not
about what we can achieve, but how we
can use those accomplishments to help
others.”

Zerbe has been successful athleti-
cally as well as academically. An All-
State Academic Athlete in three sports
in high school, she played on the
Concordia College Volleyball team that
won its conference and advanced to
nationals this past year.

“The lessons that athletics have
taught me will continue on in my life
and will help me in the nursing field,
where leadership, dedication and a
strong work ethic are essential,” she
said. “I believe true leadership is shown
through the attitude of a servant. That is
why I chose nursing for a major.

Zerbe has been very active in
church related activities and served as a
page in the Montana Legislature. Her
scholarship application was submitted
through Northern Electric Cooperative
in Opheim.

Urlacher, who is also outstanding
in academics and athletics, plans to
attend Brown University in Rhode
Island this fall. The straight A student
said he will major in science and
participate in track and field.

“I consider myself to be a well-
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rounded and devoted individual with a
simple plan for life: To learn and do as
much as I possibly can in the time I
have,” he said.

As a member of Postponing Sexual
Involvement, Urlacher visits junior
high classrooms to talk about the risks
of becoming sexually active at a young
age. He is also a member of Trading
Cards, a group of drug-free high school
leaders who provide role models for
elementary students.

He considers volunteering at the
Ronald McDonald
House to be one of
his most rewarding
and enjoyable
experiences.

Urlacher’s
scholarship applica-
tion was submitted
through Yellowstone
Valley Electric
Cooperative in
Huntley.

The MECA Memorial Scholarship
Program was established 18 years ago
to honor academic achievements of
Montana students and memorialize the
dedication to electric cooperatives by
employees, trustees and members of
their families who have passed away.
The scholarship fund is maintained by
donations.
The scholarships are available to any
Montana student seeking higher
education whose parents or guardians
are members of an MECA member
cooperative. The scholarships are
awarded on the basis of academic
achievements, extracurricular activities
and personal statements detailing plans
for a college or vocational education.

Missoula Electric Cooperative
(MEC) has found a way to
thank their members who are

in the armed forces and are serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan. Since last July,
families of deployed service people
serving in hostile environments have
been able to have their electricity bills
cut in half.

“We didn’t come up with the idea,”
said Missoula Electric Trustee Harry La
Friniere. “I saw where other electric
cooperatives in other parts of the
country were giving the discounts so I
brought the proposition to the board.”

The discount is only for MEC

members and those seeking it must
apply for it and offer evidence of the
deployment.

“Those people are putting their
lives on the line for us,” La Friniere
said. “This is the least we can do for
them. Not too many people have taken
advantage of the opportunity yet but
those who have are very appreciative.”

One military wife wrote to the co-
op saying, “Thank you so much for the
military discount on our electric bill
while my husband was serving in Iraq.
That was so thoughtful of you all. We
appreciate your support tremendously!”
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