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VIEWPOINT Dave Wheelihan

MONTANA

More than a place,
it’s a personal
connection

s you can see from this issue of

Rural Montana, electric cooper-

ative leaders from around the
state completed their yearly visit to
Washington, D. C., to brief Congress
on issues of importance to rural elec-
tric cooperatives.

These leaders were joined by other
electric cooperative representatives
from around the country who delivered
similar messages to their own
Congressional delegations.

Those of us who go on this yearly
trip are constantly struck by the differ-
ences among Congressional delega-
tions of different states and how they
receive visitors.

For example, Montana’s
Congressional delegation makes every
effort to work with our time schedules,
number of people, length of meetings,
rooms for meetings and information
about the issues.

It’s not that easy in other states. We
hear reports of people that can’t get an
appointment in other Congressional

\

offices, don’t get phone calls returned,
or get very little time if they do man-
age to see someone.

It points out the uniqueness of
Montana and its people. Although
large geographically, Montana is still a
state where people know each other,
take the time to deal with each other,
and everyone seems to know each
other or someone who knows someone
they know. It is not uncommon to walk
into the Montana Congressional dele-
gation offices in Washington, D.C., and
run into someone or a group from
Montana that you know.

We found our delegation and their
staffs to be up on the issues, willing to
listen to what we had to say and will-
ing to take the time to thoroughly dis-
cuss our issues.

As representatives of electric coop-
eratives, knowing we have the ability
to get our issues across to our elected
officials and knowing our voice is
heard is something we hope never
changes about Montana.

Dave Wheelihan is CEO of the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association

Keep in touch with Rural Montana

1 If you are not receiving Rural Montana from your local cooperative and would like to |
I receive the magazine, or you want to give a subscription as a gift, you may purchase 1
I one for a yearly fee of $6.75. 1
! 0 Yes! I'd like to subscribe to Rural Montana (12 issues a year at $6.75). !
I Y 1
1 Q Check U Money Order U Cash 4 Credit Card == |
1 Name :
1 Address 1
: City State Zip :
1 Area Code + Phone # 1
: Payment must accompany your order. :
1 Credit Card Info. Card Type Exp. Date 1
: Card Number :
1 Mail to: Rural Montana, P.O. Box 3469, Great Falls, MT 59403 1

d

1



