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Nemont Scholarship
winners announced

Nemont Telephone
Cooperative and
its subsidiaries

received a total of 155
scholarship applications
this year. Judging took
place on Tuesday, April
26, at the Nemont
headquarters in Scobey.
The list of $500 (one time
only) winners follows
with their intended field
of study:

Nemont Telephone
Cooperative
Winner: Sarah Harvey of Froid — physical therapy.
Winner: Scott Sather of Larslan — plumbing, heating and

air conditioning (HVAC).

Project Telephone Co.
Winner: Sarah Heinen of Absarokee — pre-med doctor.
Winner: Andrew Martin of Huntley — metallurgy/welding.

MVC-Missouri Valley Communications
Winner: Melissa Austreim of Williston — doctor.
Winner: Danielle Njos of Williston — dental hygiene.

MITS – Montana Independent Telecommunications
Systems
(One $500 scholarship selected from Nemont and Project service area)

Winner: Krystal Rae Whitten of Nashua — nursing

Cooperative
representatives

descend on
Washington, D.C.

Forty-five Montana electric cooperative representatives
joined about 3,100 like-minded people from electric
co-ops all over the nation early in May to stress co-op

issues on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
Every spring, electric co-ops join in the National Rural

Electric Association (NRECA) Legislative Rally in what has
been termed one of the most effective communications
efforts to ever hit Congress. Besides discussing issues with
Congressional delegations from their own states, the co-op
representatives visit with congressional delegations from
states without electric co-ops.

This year’s topics of discussion included bonds clean
energy bonds (see related article on page 15) and captive rail
shipping. Senator Conrad Burns (R-MT) is the lead sponsor
of Senate Bill 919. If passed, that legislation will give captive
rail shippers, including coal-fired power plants owned by
electric co-ops, access to railroad freight pricing and a fair
rate review process by the Surface Transportation Board.

Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) has signed on as co-
sponsor of the bill and Montana Representative Denny
Rehberg has signed on as a co-sponsor of the companion bill
in the House, HR 2047.

By Senator Conrad Burns

Currently in Montana, we
          have only one major
          railroad serving rail

shippers, and that has a real impact
on our economy. The lack of
competition for price and service
costs us jobs, drives up the price of
electricity and limits our ability to

compete in a global market.  Captive coal shippers pay a
premium, sometimes twice the non-captive rate to move their
product, essentially subsidizing lower rates in areas where
there is competition. On average, captive customers pay 21
percent more than in competitive markets. Burlington
Northern Santa-Fe (BNSF) is the only game in town, and it
leaves our shippers, and all Montanans, at an enormous
disadvantage.  This is a problem our folks have faced for
some time and for that reason I recently introduced legisla-
tion that would bring more competition into our rail industry.
The Railroad Competition Act of 2005 would clarify existing

laws and direct the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
ensure effective competition among rail carriers at origins
and destinations; maintain reasonable rates in the absence of
effective competition; eliminate paper barriers that stifle
transportation and maintain consistent and efficient rail
transportation service for rail shippers, including the timely
provision of cars. The bill would also establish ‘final offer’
arbitration for rail rate disputes between shippers and the
railroads, and require the STB to develop a new system for
rate reasonableness cases.  It would give our producers what
they deserve — a level playing field in order to compete on
the global commodities market.  I believe we have reached a
point where folks are screaming instead of just speaking up
about this issue and although we have made efforts to pass
similar legislation in the past, I think now is the time for it.

I believe we are finally at a point where the overwhelm-
ing consensus wants to move this legislation and I am
committed to working to get it passed for our rail customers,
and for all Montanans.


