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The children stand and stare,
transfixed by the flames
shooting out of the tire before

them. The fire subsides when the metal
rod touching the top of it is raised. The
rod is lowered again and as it nears the
tire a loud “pop” is heard following by
a zapping sound and the tire again
bursts into flames.

The object of the children’s
attention is part of a safety demonstra-
tion provided by Yellowstone Valley
Electric Cooperative and Beartooth
Electric Cooperative during Aviation
and Technology Week in Laurel.
Beartooth Electric Lineman Lee Hauge
and Yellowstone Valley Electric
Lineman Steve Erb were providing the
startling demonstrations of what can
happen when a car, or farm equipment,
or people come in contact with electric
wires.

The co-ops were two of over a
hundred utilities, companies, local,
state and federal agencies and branches
of the U.S. Armed Forces to entertain
and educate students from schools
across Montana, North Dakota and
Wyoming. Over 120 entities reached
out to the over 10,000 students through
speeches, demonstrations and displays
at the Laurel schools. Flyovers by
various types of aircraft at the Laurel
Airport were highlights of the free four-
day event in early May.

Phone co-ops
award scholarships

Triangle Telephone Cooperative
and its subsidiary, Central Montana
Communications, in conjunction
with the Montana Independent
Telecommunications Systems, have
announced the recipients of three
$500 college scholarships. The
scholarship winners are Logan
Lyders of Chester, Edward Haley Jr.
of Hays and Tarayn Lahr of Denton.

The selections were based on
the students’ academic achievements,
school and community activities and
honors, career goals and employment
history.

Although aviation is a key part of
the week, the event is not an air show.
It is for students only and it is a chance
for them to get familiar with many
technologies and their practical uses. It
is a unique opportunity for young
Montanans to get information that
encourages them to consider, and
perhaps be inspired to pursue a variety
of career opportunities. The technolo-
gies on display ran the gamut from
farm implements to space exploration

to the Montana Forensic Science
Division.

Some lucky students got to try out
the flight simulators the virtual reality
parachute drop and other fun hands-on
exhibits.

The biannual event began in 1991
as an air show. It has been held every
other year except for the millennium
year. For more information about the
Aviation and Technology week, go on
the internet to www.laurel.k12.mt.us.

Huge
technology
expo for
kids only

Yellowstone Valley Electric Lineman Steve Erb zaps a tire as Beartooth Electric
Lineman Lee Hauge tells children how to be safe around electricity.

Manager/CEO — Tongue River Electric Cooperative, Inc., Ashland, Montana. Electric
distribution cooperative serving 5,000 consumers in southeastern Montana seeks an
experienced leader to replace its retiring manager/CEO. Position is available November
15, 2004 and successful applicant will work with the present CEO until his retirement on
December 31, 2004. Manager/CEO reports to a nine-member board of directors. The
Cooperative has 20 employees, 3 field offices and 2,700 miles of line. A Bachelor’s
degree in Management or Engineering plus five years of management experience is
preferred. Applicant must have basic knowledge of finance/budgeting, power supply and
utility engineering/operations. A non-degree applicant with at least 10 years of electric
utility experience will be considered. Applicant must have excellent communication and
personnel management skills. Utility offers a competitive salary commensurate with
experience and qualifications, and an excellent NRECA benefit program. Please submit
cover letter, resume, three references, and a five-year salary history by August 1, 2004.
An Equal Opportunity Employer. Jack Knobloch Sr., TRECO Board President, P.O. Box
138, Ashland, MT  59003.

Hill County Electric
sponsors wind seminar

Hill County Electric Cooperative is hosting a Wind Power seminar July 19
to be held in the Duck Inn Olympic Room in Havre.  The event
is an opportunity for interested people to learn the facts about intercon-

necting wind generation to the power grid.  Presenters Ed Weber from the Western
Area Power Administration, Ron Rebinitsch from Basin Electric Power Coopera-
tive, Tom Huntley from Central Montana Electric Power Cooperative and Rollie
Miller from Hill County Electric Cooperative will answer questions and provide
specific information on this timely topic.

The event will begin at 12 noon with lunch hosted by Hill County Electric and
the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association.  The seminar will be held from
1:00 p.m. until approximately 4:00 p.m.  There is no charge to attendees for lunch
or the seminar, but registration is required by July 14.  Register by calling Hill
County Electric, 1-877-394-7804.  For more information, contact Rollie Miller
also at 1-877-394-7804.


