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What is it that makes a community strong? Is it size

... location ... resources ... wealth? I don’t think so.
I believe the strength of any community lies in its

ability to make powerful, positive connections between those
who live there, the challenges they face, and the possibilities
that can enrich their lives. The five cooperative projects I
propose would help build a stronger sense of connectedness
in our community while utilizing the broad range of our
community members’ talents to achieve mutual goals.

From judging science fair projects, to coaching soccer,
to chaperoning field trips, the adults of our community make
connections every day that support and enhance opportuni-
ties for children. What if we took a step towards instilling in
our youth the connection between volunteer service and a
strong community? Mandating 40 hours of community
service as a requirement for high school graduation would be
a concrete step towards that goal. Projects could be as simple
as reading to younger children during study halls or as
extensive as painting school classrooms over summer break.
The opportunities are as endless as our community’s needs
and the potential rewards, far reaching. This requirement
would instill a sense of pride and accomplishment in our
young people. Vandalism would likely decrease as ownership

Winning essayist
urges community
action
Editor’s note: The following essay by Molly Rose
Fehringer of Shepherd was the state-wide winner of the
Youth to Washington Tour June 12-17 sponsored in
Montana by the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Associa-
tion and its member cooperatives. This year, 26 young
Montanans went on the tour. The essay topic was “If you
could change five things in your community what would
they be and why?” Fehringer’s essay was submitted
through Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative in
Huntley.
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M ighty Midas, a Schnauzer, lives on the number
three, a par five on the North Nine of the Pryor
Creek Golf Club at Huntley, Montana.

He spends his time during the long hard winters looking
out the window waiting patiently for a glimpse of a golfer
with a golf cart. As soon as spring arrives, he is out on the
fairway looking around and trying to hook a ride.

Many of the golfers don’t know his owners but they
know him. Midas is well known at the golf course.

When Midas sees that a cart has stopped and the golfers
are looking for their golf balls, he sneaks over to their cart
and jumps in. There are some golfers that don’t take too kind
to this, so they kick him out.

Feeling rejected, he goes back to waiting for the next
group of golfers. At last, someone is kind and lets him stay in
the cart. Some golfers even have doggy treats for
him in their carts.

As the golfers continue their game, Midas is
jumping in and out of the cart chasing rock chucks
and rabbits. When the golfers get to the eighth tee,
Midas knows he has to cross the bridge. That’s when
he bids the golfers farewell and comes back home.

Midas had a guest, a German Short Haired
Pointer named Royal Rose Duchess, or Rosie for
short, who spent the weekend. Early in the morning
both of the dogs were out on the fairway. Midas was
teaching Rosie how to hook rides. Now it doesn’t
take Rosie too long to learn this trick, which is great
fun.

Midas and Rosie hitched rides in separate carts
and were having a good time. One of Midas’ good
golfing buddies hit a ball 175 yards out landing three
feet from the flag. Rosie, seeing the ball, made a mad
dash to retrieve it and proudly brought it back to the
golfer. Now the first time wasn’t too bad but when it
happened the second time the man was not a happy
camper and lo and behold it happened the third time.
That did it! Everyone was roaring with laughter.
The other golfers let the first ball count but Rosie

and Midas were in big trouble. They were brought home
where they had to spend a beautiful day in the house watch-
ing the golfers from a window.

The next day, Rosie gets out of the house and is out
hitching rides and again retrieving the golfers’ golf balls. She
ends up at the clubhouse and in major trouble again. Midas’s
owner had to retrieve the retriever and bring her back home.

It turns out that at Rosie’s home she was taught to
retrieve golf balls. She doesn’t get to visit at Midas’ house
any more.
Editor’s Note: This humorous story was written by
Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative Communications
Director Diana Propp. Midas belongs to Diana and her
husband Skip.

A tail of trouble on the golf course

Skip Propp and Midas escort ball chasing Rosie (center)
off the golf course.


