
This month in Rural
Montana we con-
tinue our series that

examine the issues sur-
rounding climate change
and what to do about it.
The complexity and mag-
nitude of the issue can be
daunting so we are trying
to get information to you
that is understandable yet
conveys the seriousness
of the debate.  

How we address cli-
mate change can funda-
mentally affect how we
deliver electricity, how
we use it, how we gener-
ate it, and how much the
electricity will cost.  

We feel it is the largest
challenge we have faced
in decades or perhaps in

the history of the pro-
gram. That’s why we will
continue to look at the
various aspects of the
issue during the ongoing
debate and give you
information to help you
decide what the best solu-
tion will be. 

Also in this issue of
Rural Montana you will
find a feature on the
upcoming candidate train-
ing school.  The Montana
Electric Cooperatives’
Association has been
teaming up with the
National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association,
the Montana Credit Union
Network and the Montana
Chamber of Commerce
for several years now in

providing this important
training. Together we
have provided training for
hundreds of candidates
running for many differ-
ent offices and believe it
is an important public
service to encourage peo-
ple to make a difference. 

You’ll want to check
out our Washington, D.C.,
dateline question to see
how our congressional
delegation sees the future
of clean coal.

And don’t forget to
take our energy IQ test.
You can pit your knowl-
edge of energy against
our national polling
results.  As always, we
hope you enjoy this
month’s Rural Montana.

If you are not receiving Rural Montana from your local cooperative and would like to
receive the magazine, or you want to give a subscription as a gift, you may purchase
one for a yearly fee of $6.75.
❑ Yes! I’d like to subscribe to Rural Montana (12 issues a year at $6.75).
❑ Check ❑ Money Order ❑ Cash ❑ Credit Card
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State __________ Zip __________
Area Code + Phone # __________________________________________________
Payment must accompany your order.
Credit Card Info. Card Type ______________ Exp. Date ______________________
Card Number __________________________________________________________

Mail to: Rural Montana, P.O. Box 3469, Great Falls, MT 59403

1JANUARY 2008

Dave Wheelihan is CEO of the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association

RM
Rural Montana

National Winner, Award of Excellence
2006 Best Statewide Magazine, Spotlight

on Excellence contest, NRECA Council of
Rural Electric Communicators.

Vol. 55, No. 1, January 08 (ISSN0199-6401)
Rural Montana is an official publication of
Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association and
is published monthly by Montana’s rural electric
and telephone cooperatives in the interest of bet-
ter rural and urban understanding of the benefits
and the problems of rural utilities.
Managing Editor: David Wheelihan
Communications Director, Editor: James V. Smith, Jr.
Offices: 501 Bay Drive, Great Falls, MT 59404
Telephone: (406) 761-8333 — Fax: 761-8339
Website: www.mtco-ops.com E-mail: rural@mtco-ops.com

Robert Evans, Jr. Pres. 
Marvin Kimmet, Vice Pres.

Leonard Sivumaki, Sec.-Treas.
Karl Ratzburg, NW Dir.

Gary Sethre, NE Dir.
Ray Cebulski, SW Dir.

Jim Mullin, SE Dir. 

Mike Plymale
Gerald Keller
Ron Fernelius

Doug Grob
Charles Miske

Stuart Smith
George Elam
John Redman
Ken Buechler

Larry Williams
Judith Simonson

Mike Warren
Robert Bailey

Robert Rust
Francis Kornemann

Rick Molvig
Don Jones

Larry Kaufman

Fergus
Glacier
Sun River
Marias River
Northern
Missoula
Tongue River

Beartooth
Big Flat
Fall River
Flathead
Goldenwest
Hill County
Lincoln
Lower Yellowstone REA
McCone
Mid-Yellowstone
Northern Lights
Park
Ravalli County
Sheridan
Southeast
Valley
Vigilante
Yellowstone Valley

Cooperative Directors

Design/Layout: Sherri Carl, MECA.
Printer: River’s Edge Printing
Great Falls, Montana

Change of Address: Mail change of address to
your local rural electric cooperative or the
Rural Montana office, P.O. Box 3469, Great
Falls, MT 59403. Please include the mailing
label from your most recent issue of Rural
Montana. 
Subscriptions: $6.75 per year.
Postmaster: Published monthly by Montana
Electric Cooperatives’ Association, 501 Bay
Drive, Great Falls, Montana. Periodicals
postage paid at Great Falls, Montana.
Postmaster send address corrections to P.O. Box
3469, Great Falls, MT 59403.
Copyright©2008 Montana Electric Coopera-
tives’ Association. No advertising or editorial
content of Rural Montana magazine may be
reproduced without permission of the publisher.
Unsolicited letters, photos and manuscripts
are welcomed. RM assumes no responsibility
for their safekeeping or for their return.

Montana Electric
Cooperatives’ Association

State Board Officers

Keep in touch with Rural Montana

Dave Wheelihan

Big challenges ahead in 2008

HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr

VIEWPOINT Dave Wheelihan


