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MV EWPOINT

Newsear
bringsnew
cooperative
challenges

t@ anewyear andwith that, your
I statewideassociatiowill bedeat

ing with a hostof issuessomenew
somenotsonew As usual,we will be
working with our regionalandnational
partnerson significantfederalissues.
At the statelevel, we will continueour
earnespreparatiorfor the 2007leg-
islative sessiorandthe energyissues
associatedvith it.

At thefederallevel, aswe have
notedbefore,Congrespassednener
gy bill, the Enegy Policy Act of 2005,
thatwassomel,400pagedong.
Sifting throughit hasbeenno easytask
for our nationalassociationbut our
expertsat NRECA arenow poisedto
hold nationwideworkshopsaboutthe
effectsof theAct on electriccoopera
tives. Theywill alsomakeimplemen
tationrecommendations.

Our nationalorganizationis also
closelywatchingthe debateoveranew
farmbill, asour peoplethereanticipate
therewill be energyissuesncluded,
issueghatcouldaffectelectricco-ops.

Theissueoverwhatrailroadschage
for shippingappeardo be gaining

DavaNheelihan

momenturmaswell. This issueaffects
the costof powerfor electriccoopera
tivesthatreceivepowerfrom coal-
fired plantsthathavecoal shippedby
rail.

At theregionallevel, lawsuitsin the
Northwestover salmonrecoverycould
affectthe powerratesof the
BonnevillePowerAdministration,and
the ongoingdebateoverregionaltrans
missionauthoritiescontinues.

In MontanaweOltontinueworking
onrenewablesnergyportfolio stan
dards,proposedcchangedo the
UniversalSystem®Benefitprogram,
possiblechangedo the Montana
Territorial Integrity Act, a proposalto
haveanenepgy coordinatingcouncil
andany otherenengy relatedissueshat
affectour ability to deliveraffordable,
reliablepowerto our members.

Sothenewyearbringsa continued
platefull of issuedor usto dealwith
on behalfof electriccooperativesis
always,weOltontinueto represent
your bestinterestsaswe facethe chal
lengesahead.

Dave Wheelhan is CEO of the Montana Electic Cooperatives@ssociation
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