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Keep in touch with Rural Montana

New Year
brings new
cooperative
challenges
ItÕs a new year, and with that, your

statewide association will be deal-
ing with a host of issues, some new,

some not so new. As usual, we will be
working with our regional and national
partners on significant federal issues.
At the state level, we will continue our
earnest preparation for the 2007 leg-
islative session and the energy issues
associated with it. 

At the federal level, as we have
noted before, Congress passed an ener-
gy bill, the Energy Policy Act of 2005,
that was some 1,400 pages long.
Sifting through it has been no easy task
for our national association, but our
experts at NRECAare now poised to
hold nationwide workshops about the
effects of the Act on electric coopera-
tives. They will also make implemen-
tation recommendations. 

Our national organization is also
closely watching the debate over a new
farm bill, as our people there anticipate
there will be energy issues included,
issues that could affect electric co-ops. 

The issue over what railroads charge
for shipping appears to be gaining

momentum as well. This issue affects
the cost of power for electric coopera-
tives that receive power from coal-
fired plants that have coal shipped by
rail. 

At the regional level, lawsuits in the
Northwest over salmon recovery could
affect the power rates of the
Bonneville Power Administration, and
the ongoing debate over regional trans-
mission authorities continues. 

In Montana, weÕll continue working
on renewable energy portfolio stan-
dards, proposed changes to the
Universal Systems Benefit program,
possible changes to the Montana
Territorial Integrity Act, a proposal to
have an energy coordinating council
and any other energy related issues that
affect our ability to deliver affordable,
reliable power to our members. 

So the new year brings a continued
plate full of issues for us to deal with
on behalf of  electric cooperatives. As
always, weÕll continue to represent
your best interests as we face the chal-
lenges ahead.


