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Mound your roses

Keeping rosebushes uniformly
cold all winter prevents the
damaging effects of alternate

freezing and thawing on the plants’
graft unions — the part that’s most
susceptible to such damage.

One common method of keeping
roses cold is to mound a well-drained
soil/compost mix around and over the
plant to a depth of several inches. Be
sure that the material is well drained;
materials that hold moisture can
damage the plant.

The soil used to mound plants
should be brought in from outside the
garden. Scraping up the soil around a
rose can cause root injury and lessen
the plant’s chance for survival.

After the soil mound has frozen,
cover both mound and plant with 10 or
12 inches of evergreen boughs,
woodchips or straw to help insulate the
mound and keep the soil frozen.

Another option is to use commer-
cially available Styrofoam rose cones.
Such cones need to be well ventilated
to prevent heat build-up during sunny
winter days. Cut four or five 1-inch
holes around both the top and bottom
of the cone. These holes will aid in
ventilation and keep the air inside the
cone from heating up, causing the rose
to break dormancy early. Old-fashioned
bushel baskets are better than plastic
rose cones, but very hard to come by.

For more tips on growing roses,
request the fact sheet, “Growing Shrub
Roses in Montana” (publication
MT199603-AG) at your county or
tribal MSU Extension office, or
download it for free at http://
www.montana.edu/publications.

More seasonal tips and suggestions
are available at Dr. Bob’s Web site,
http://gardenguide.montana.edu

Governor-Elect Brian
Schweitzer asks Montanans
to submit their good ideas to

help him move Montana forward.
“Good ideas are the backbone of
good government,” said Governor-
Elect Schweitzer. “It is a new day,
and I am looking for good ideas from
across the state.”

From Libby to Baker, Montanans
can now log-on to the ideas.mt.gov
website and send the governor-elect
ideas to make government work
better. This website features a link for
electronic submission of good ideas
for consideration by Schweitzer.  This
feature includes a user-friendly form
to provide ideas on topics such as:

        Agriculture
        Job, Wages & Small Business
        Energy
        Hunting, Fishing & Access to

Public Lands
        Social Services
        Cost-Savings & Efficiency
        Education & Training
        Natural Resources Development
        Health Care

“These are just a few of the
topics but all good ideas are welcome.
We hope folks will use this feature on
our website and help us move
Montana forward,” encouraged
Schweitzer.

Governor-Elect Schweitzer
asks Montanans for ideas

The website also includes informa-
tion on the transition, staff and cabinet
appointments, boards and commissions,
an online application, news releases
and notice of public meetings.

The E-Calendar and the Good
Ideas service are the result of an
alliance between state government and
the private sector.  The systems were
cooperatively developed and are
supported by the transition office, the
Department of Administration’s
Information Technology Services
Division and Montana Interactive,
LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
eGovernment provider NIC (Nasdaq:
EGOV).

A blanket of snow on the ground
brings out the electric blankets in
homes across the United States.
Unfortunately, every year faulty
electric blankets as well as improper
use start thousands of fires.

Is it Time to Replace Your Blanket?
• Replace your blanket if the fabric or

wiring is worn or damaged.
• If your blanket has scorch marks or

a loose connection, it is time to
replace it.

• If the blanket is older than 10 years,
it is time to upgrade to a newer
blanket with more stringent safety
features.

Proper Use of Your Electric Blanket
• Read and follow manufacturer’s

instructions for correct use of the
blanket.

• Never use a blanket that is wet or
switch it on to dry it out.

• Roll or fold your blanket and store
in a dry place. The less the creases
when folding it, the better.

• Do not leave the blanket on while
you sleep, unless it is an all-night
blanket with proper safety controls.

Source: United Kingdom
Department of Trade and Industry

Electric blankets: stay warm
and safe under the covers

Governor Brian Schweitzer


