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“Ninety Three.”
“And is she thin?”
“Yes.”
“And healthy, except for when she broke her hip?”
“Dang!” said April, staring into the medicine cabinet. “I

wonder which one of these worked?”
“From the looks of your mother, apparently it wasn’t the

alfalfa,” I said to April, exiting the bathroom dodging a
flying small green bottle.

Later, I was in a bedroom closet handing stuff out to
Julie for sorting when I picked up something pink and lacy.

“Put that down!” demanded Julie.
“What is it?”
“Never mind, just put it down. You wouldn’t want my

mother going through YOUR underwear.”
“What? Oh, eeeuuuw, groooss!” I hollered as I dropped

the garment like a hot rock.
“It’s not gross. It’s just underwear. It’s just clothing. But

you shouldn’t touch it.”
“Why?”
“I don’t know why, it just gives me the willies to see you

holding it so leave it alone!”
“Fine. Frankly it gives me the willies too, just like this

over the shoulder boulder holder,” I said as I picked up a bra.
“Knock it off and put that down!”
“Okay, but do you know, it’s interesting how women can

use these things to reduce wrinkling?”
“What? That’s ridiculous! Okay, I know I’m going to

regret asking this, but how can a woman use her bra to
reduce wrinkles?”

“Well, I’m not sure how it works but I notice that after
you take yours off at night, you have a lot fewer lines in your
face.”
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New funding source
available for rural

economic development

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
announced the creation of a new rural development
program that will provide a long term funding

mechanism for loans and grants to rural America.
Rural Development’s Rural Economic Development

Loan and Grant Program (REDLG) manages these projects.
New regulations will enable USDA to guarantee up to $3
billion bonds or notes of not-for-profit lenders for up to 20
years if the proceeds are used for electric and telecommuni-
cations loans.  The lender, whose notes the government will
guarantee, will be required to pay an annual fee of 30 basis
points over the term of the unpaid debt.  Most of the 30 basis
points will be deposited into the REDLG program.

The program was authorized by Section 6101 of the
2002 Farm Bill.  Like other Rural Development programs,
local leaders will make the decisions on what projects are
needed in their communities.  The REDLG program provides
zero-interest loans and grants for all types of community and
economic development projects.  Past projects have included
fire trucks, libraries, health facilities and industrial parks.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver
programs in a way that will support increasing economic
opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.
Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance
to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business
development and critical community and technology
infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is
available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by
visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

With heating costs last year
that seem to have gone
through the ceiling, most

people are waiting in dreaded anticipa-
tion for their first winter heating bill.
Perhaps no one is more affected,
however, than our low-income and
working poor neighbors.  The US
Energy Information Administration
predicts an increase in the cost of all
major forms of home heating energy
this year. Nationwide, the Natural Gas
Supply Association (NGSA) anticipates
a 10 percent increase in natural gas cost
this heating season as well.

Energy Share of Montana is a
statewide nonprofit organization that
helps Montanans facing energy
emergencies.  Last winter, thanks to the
generosity of individuals and busi-
nesses across Montana and with one-
time extra funds from Northwestern
Energy and the Montana Public Service
Commission, Energy Share had enough
funds to help 2,645 households - more
than ever before.  However, Energy
Share’s capacity to help Montanans in

need will not be nearly as great this
winter due to the one-time nature of
some of our funding last year.

According to the 2000 census,
Montana has 90,000 households at or
below 150 percent of poverty.  “The
need for Energy Share’s services will
continue to be at a historically high
level,” said Janice Weaver, representing
Montana Electric Cooperatives’
Association on the Energy Share
Board.  Gene Leuwer, Director of
Rocky Mountain Development Council
and program operator, echoed Weaver’s
thoughts.  “We expect to receive a
continuing high volume of calls for
energy assistance this winter.  At least
for now, the situation isn’t getting any
better.”

Another source of funding for
families in need is Energy Share’s
Endowment.  Donations can also be
made to the endowment.  There is a 20
percent Montana tax credit for corpo-
rate donations and a 40 percent tax
credit for individual donations. Maxi-
mum credit allowed for both donations

Energy Share needs your help annually is $10,000.
This November, all Montanans

will find Energy Share donation
envelopes in their Rural Montana
electric cooperative magazine. Last
year $181,000 was raised and 100
percent of these gifts went directly to
families in need.  Donations stay in
local areas.

Energy Share concentrates on
providing one-time assistance for the
majority of recipients. Families who
live from paycheck to paycheck face
financial emergencies when unexpected
expenses occur.  Frequently, these
recipients repay Energy Share after
their emergency or need has ended.
Those in need of energy assistance this
winter can call 1-800-777-7589 for
more information.


