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I nformation about Montana’s 26 electric Cooperatives is
just a few clicks away at the improved Montana
Electric Cooperatives’ Association (MECA) website at

www.mtco-ops.com. The site is now faster and easier to
access. Information about individual cooperatives can be
reached simply by clicking on each cooperative on a
redesigned color-coded map. The site even includes color
photos of all co-ops’ trustees.

The site also features links to many related organiza-
tions and government entities from power suppliers to other
associations to state and federal agencies including Con-
gress.

Rural Montana magazine may also be accessed through

New improved site
features magazine,
co-ops and more

the site and the web version of the magazine features its
paper version plus extra overflow of recipes from Rural
Montana recipe pages. Information on other publications
produced by MECA, both free and for purchase, is also
available on the site.

For those wanting to
know how MECA stands
on issues, all of the
association’s current and
continuing resolutions are
listed in the issues section.
Other information about
the association including
staff listings and e-mail
contacts and a mission
statement are also easily
accessed at the site.

MECA’s newsletter,
Big Skylights, can also be
viewed on the site.

On a clear, breezy June morning on a ridge near
Highwood, Montana, two small wind turbines
whirred and three sets of solar panels soaked up the

sunlight while Logan Bryce watched one of the two meters
on the Bryce home spin.

“That’s what I like to see,” Logan said. “We’re selling
instead of buying electricity. Actually we’re not selling it,
we’re banking it.”

Logan and his wife, Jennifer, are members of Sun River
Electric Cooperative, headquartered in Fairfield. Jennifer and
Bryce run Pine Ridge Products, a renewable energy com-
pany, out of their home. They sell
residential wind turbine and solar
electric generating systems.

“I own the company,” Jennifer
explained, “and Logan is my techni-
cian.”  The Bryces are the first and so
far the only Sun River Electric
member who uses renewable energy
resources to feed electricity back on
to the electric grid through the co-
op’s distribution line.

“We like our co-op and are active
in it,” Logan said. “We appreciate
that the co-op has come up with a
workable net metering policy. The
manager, Scott Odegard, and the
board have been good to work with.
The board even came out here and
looked at our installations. It’s good
that they have decided to work with
alternative energy projects even
though they’re not making any
money on it.”

Odegard said, “We are grateful
for the help the Bryces gave us in
developing our policy.”

“When we put in these (wind and
solar) systems for the house, it was

with the idea of being completely independent from the
grid,” Logan said. “That really wasn’t necessary, especially
with the co-op being so agreeable and dependable. When
they have an outage or a problem in this area, they get right
on it.”

The Bryces have sold several Bergey wind turbines
around central Montana. Most of those have been for
residences but one will be used in a soccer park in Butte. He
said the school at Big Sandy also has plans to install one at
some time in the future. The Bryces handle two models of
turbine. One is a 1 kW class and the other is a 10 kW class.

They have learned through trial and
error what turbines work and what
won’t work in Montana.

“We’ve killed a few turbines up
here,” Bryce said with a grin. “They
just weren’t robust enough to handle
our Montana winds. People need to
make sure they have the right system
for the right location. When we
design a system, we figure the
maximum it should have to take and
then we add a 10 percent buffer. And
we won’t sell anything we haven’t
tried.”

Logan and Jennifer are working
with an engineer in Denmark on
what they hope will be an even better
Montana-suited turbine.

One popular use for alternative
energy, especially from solar cells, is
to supply electricity to remote areas
for stock watering and for cabins
where extending power lines is cost
prohibitive.

“And the technology is getting so
much better,” said Logan. “The
pumps used on some of the old solar

Sun and wind generate for Highwood couple
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The Bryces (l. to r.) Jennifer, Crichton and
Logan pose before one of their solar panels.
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