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By Senator Max Baucus

I  strongly believe in preserving
    our country’s unique
    biodiversity and in the mission

of the Endangered Species Act.  At
the same time, I’ve always been
open to exploring ways to make the
ESA more effective in protecting
and recovering endangered and
threatened species as well as more

sensitive to the legitimate concerns of states and private
landowners.

That’s why I’ve worked hard on ESA reform throughout
my years in Congress, including legislation that would have
addressed many of the concerns that are currently being
raised about the Act, like independent peer review of listing
and delisting decisions and more transparency in the listing
process.

I spent several years working on this common-sense
legislation with my colleagues on the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee, including the former Idaho
Senator, now Governor, Dirk Kempthorne.  We passed a
solid, bi-partisan bill out of committee.  I was very disap-

pointed that we were unable to get the bill through Congress,
because I thought it would have made the ESA more
efficient, effective and more sensitive to private landowners
and states.

We haven’t capitalized on these opportunities and we
need to do so.

I also believe we need to provide more resources to the
agencies that implement the ESA, so that they can do their
job more efficiently and work more closely with states and
landowners to recover species before they become endan-
gered or threatened. Specifically, I’ve fought for more
resources to increase the number of Fish and Wildlife
Service staff in Montana (our state has received the short end
of the stick for years.)

We need adequate staff to make sure good projects
aren’t delayed over endangered species concerns that could
have been addressed earlier.

I’m committed to working with my colleagues in
Congress and the Montana delegation on common-sense
changes to the ESA.  I believe that we can reform the ESA in
a targeted way to better meet the needs of protected species
and people.

By Senator Conrad Burns

The Endangered Species Act
         (ESA) was a well-
         intentioned piece of legisla-

tion that has been turned into a
zoning law, an additional means for
environmental activism to encroach
on private property and force
landowners to comply with the

skewed view of preservationists.
For example, attempts are being made to list the Sage

Grouse, yet we do such a good job of managing them in
Montana, we actually have a statewide hunting season.  In
theory, if they were to be listed, not only would we lose the
season on those tasty little birds, the landowners unfortunate
enough to have them nesting on their property could be
subject to restrictions and loss of production grounds even
though we’re chock full of Sage Grouse.  We then have to
contend with some bureaucrat who looks at national statistics
from his desk in another state and decides that John and Jane

landowner in Montana can’t graze on a parcel of land simply
because other states aren’t able to manage their wildlife
properly.

However, the Bush Administration has made steps in the
right direction to encourage front-end cooperation with
landowners and reward them for doing the right thing.  For
example, ranchers are some of the best stewards of the land,
but if you list a species with habitat on private land, that
landowner’s hands are tied.  At this point, it makes more
sense to make sure an endangered animal never sets foot on
your property than to encourage one to make a home there.
That is plain wrong and Congress has a responsibility to
make it right.

There are several options on the table right now to
modify and re-tool the ESA and I will be looking at all of
them to ensure whatever direction we take is one that is
based on common sense and will benefit both the wildlife,
and the landowners who live with them.

Co-op fair days
provide free fun

Fair goers will again be treated to free bucket truck
rides, free T shirts, fresh-baked cookies and other fun
when Montana’s cooperatives strut their stuff at the

Montana State Fair in Great Falls and MontanaFair in
Billings. Co-op Day at the State Fair will be August 5 and
Co-op Discovery Day in MontanaFair will be August 18.

Between the two fairs, over 50 co-ops of all types, from
credit unions and agricultural cooperatives to electric co-ops
will again participate in what is becoming a special tradition
at the two fairs. There is no charge for anything at the
numerous booths and activities.

The special days at the fairs are conducted under
the auspices of the Montana Council for Coopera-
tives. The events are a fun way to educate the public
about the cooperative way of doing business and a
celebration of the cooperative spirit. There are more
than 300 cooperatives in Montana employing over

7,400 people.
Cooperatives participating in the fair days include the

Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association, Sun River
Electric Cooperative, Glacier Electric Cooperative, Hill
County Electric Cooperative, Yellowstone Valley Electric
Cooperative, Big Horn County Electric Cooperative,
Beartooth Electric Cooperative, Southeast Electric Coopera-
tive, Fergus Electric Cooperative, Tongue River Electric
Cooperative, Triangle Telephone Cooperative and Project
Telephone Inc.


